
SMALL CITIES COUNCIL

September 29, 2021 •  9:00 AM



AGENDA

1. Call to Order & Welcome

2. Introductions & Announcements

3. Summary of Previous Meeting

4. 2020 Census Briefing

5. Metroplan Update

6. Preview of Upcoming Meetings

7. Adjourn

SCC MEMBERS
1. Alexander

2. Austin

3. Bauxite

4. Cammack

Village

5. England

6. Greenbrier

7. Guy 

8. Haskell

9. HS Village

10. Lonoke

11. Mayflower

12. Mount Vernon

13. Shannon Hills

14. Traskwood

15. Vilonia

16. Ward

17. Wooster

18. Wrightsville



INTRODUCTIONS & 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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• Projects

• Updates

• Successes

• Challenges
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CENSUS 2020
SMALL CITIES IN CENTRAL ARKANSAS



OVERVIEW

• The region’s small cities grew faster than 
the regional average

• Growth slowed in the past decade, still 
faster on average

• Major variations among cities

• We selected twelve cities for this analysis

Growth Trends 1990-2020
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TWELVE STARS



MANY CITIES

• Average population size: 3,400

• Largest: Ward (6,052)

• Smallest: Guy (752)

• Specific data and generalizations

• Most are gaining population - not all
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POPULATION CHANGE

• Most small cities in Central AR are adapting to 
the challenges of rapid growth

• A few (mainly Wrightsville, Haskell, and 
Alexander) have sizeable institutional 
populations which can go up or down with little 
outward evidence

• Population change isn’t identical to housing 
change

Total Population Change 2010-2020
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PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD

• Slight change can affect population 
disproportionately

• Rural areas generally have larger household 
sizes

• Local small cities have larger households than 
U.S. and regional average

Persons per Household 2020
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RACIAL / ETHNIC BREAKDOWN 2020

Little Rock MSA
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RACIAL CHANGE

Change in Black Population 
2010-2020
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REGIONAL* POPULATION DENSITY 1970-2020
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SMALL CITIES DENSITY

• Regional density rose 5.8 percent 2010-2020

• Small cities density rose 11.3 percent 2010-2020

Persons/Square Mile 
2010-2020
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A raw measure to help with service 
delivery costs

Higher values correlate with stronger 
fiscal positions

A HELPFUL METRIC



1. Ask me – jlupton@metroplan.org

2. Metroplan website – www.metroplan.org

3. UALR State Data Center – Google it

FURTHER QUESTIONS

mailto:jlupton@metroplan.org
http://www.metroplan.org/


METROPLAN UPDATE

• Redistricting Reminders

• NWA Study Tours

• Multi-Modal Guidelines

• Model UDO Update
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REDISTRICTING

Maps out for review:

• Alexander

• Guy 

• Lonoke

• Wrightsville
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• 2-day tours, flexible scheduling, up to 12 participants

• City’s cost share: $471 + 1-night hotel stay

• City staff & officials, Chamber of Commerce, 
community developers, real estate developers, school 
administrators, civil engineers, anyone interested in 
understanding how to execute and implement bike 
infrastructure and related culture. 

NWA STUDY TOUR
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This Guide establishes a new approach to street design 

that prioritizes all users, accommodates all modes, and 

provides the opportunity for implementing agencies to 

apply design decisions with consistency, providing 

predictability in costs and more uniformity in function 

and style across the region.

• Training at Oct. 27 Board Meeting

• Potential application to Master 

Street Plan

MULTIMODAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE GUIDELINES
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• Article 5 (Subdivision) included in 

draft

• Review meeting following this meeting 

(stay on same Zoom) 

MODEL UDO UPDATE



NEXT SCC MEETING: 
WED, NOV 17, 2021 @ 9AM

MONTHLY MODEL UDO 
WORKSHOPS

• 9:00 am before every Board meeting 

(even months) – Wed, Oct. 27

• 10:00 am following every SCC meeting 

(odd months) – Wed, Nov. 17

• Individually with cities/planning commissions

• Mayor, city council, planning commission, key 

personnel
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❖ Shareworthy 

7. Adjourn

'Safe System' infrastructure approach could cut 

traffic deaths

www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/safe-system-infrastructure-

approach-could-cut-traffic-deaths-experts-say/600235/

Systematic Safety:  The Principles Behind Vision 

Zero

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5aNtsWvNYKE

SHARE-WORTHY

http://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/safe-system-infrastructure-approach-could-cut-traffic-deaths-experts-say/600235/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5aNtsWvNYKE


THANK YOU!

Contacts:

Mayor Sammy Hartwick, President

City of Greenbrier

501-679-2422

gbmayor@cityofgreenbrierar.com 

Mayor Mike Kemp, Vice President

City of Shannon Hills

501-455-2003

shannonhillsmayor@aristotle.net

Bernadette Rhodes

Metroplan

501-372-3300 (office)

501-553-7295 (cell)

brhodes@metroplan.org
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