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METROPLAN’S BEST

PRACTICES NEWSLETTER

Community Development .

Best Pr

METROPLAN'S BEST PLANNING PRACTICE

Transportation . Pn’anm’ng

actices

S NEWSLETTER

February 2022

Safety for Pedestriays and Bikes

No matter how many miles we drive in

our cars, sooner or later all of us must
Wwalk across a street or down a sidewalk.
Keeping pedestrians safe makes sense,
Itis a sad statistical fact that Central
Arkansas has hlgher—than-average
rates of trafiic accidents and fatalities
involving pedestrians ang bicydlists.! We
Can do better,

This edition of Metroplan's Best Practices
newsletter provides tips for citizens
andlocal governments that want to
improve ped/bike safety. In some cases,
pedestrian safety must be addressad
through traffic enforcement, but this
newsletter leaves that issye alone. You
do not have to build 3 pedestrian bridge

*Streets don't just connect us, they are our
most active and visible public spaces”

Metranlan’s Mult
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to make it safe to cross 3 street. Minor
changes to lane widths, striping, and
visual cues can dg wonders to Encourage
drivers to pay attention, and someti mes
to slow down traffic where walkers and
bikers are around.

This edition of Best Ol ing J
safety for bikes and pedastrian, s together. Safaty

fy the
other. The term “pedestrian® Denerally refers tg
both, 3s well as to mability-impairad inefividusals.
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Best Practices

Pedestrian Safety
March 30, 2022



Best Practices newsletter
Propose a topic

Ask questions

Dialog

No right or wrong answers

Community Pevelopment « Transportation « Planning

Best Practices

METROPLAN'S BEST PLANMNING PRACTICES NEWSLETTER

February 2022

Safety for Pedestrians and Bikes

e ratter haw many miles we drive in
our cars, sooner or later all of us musk
walk across a street of down a sidewalk.
Keeping pedestrians safe makes sense.
Itis a sad statistical fact thar Central
Arkansas has higher-than-average

rates of traffic accidents and fatalities
invelving pedestrians and bicyclists.! We
can do better.

This edition of Metroplan's Practices
newsletter provides tips for citizens

and bocal governments that want to
improve ped/bike safety. In some cases,
pedestrian safety must be addressed
through traffic enforcement, but this
newsletter leaves that issue alone. You
do not have to build a pedestrian bridge

“Streets don't just conmect us, th
most active and visible public spaces:

—Metroplons Multinoddl Tume Guidelines

Wil rtion “Te

to make it safe to €0055 a street, Minor
changes to lane w ing., and
visual cues can do wanders 1o encourage
drivers to pay attention, and sometimes
to stow down traffic where walkers and
bikers are around.

Ped/Bike Clarifisation
Thin extition of Best Mlanning Frociices addrevies
salety o biors and pedevirins fogether Salety
EnpecvemneT
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Has this ever
nappened to you?

 What’s he doing there?
* Who has the right of way?

* Everybody is a pedestrian.




Background Factoids

* Dangerous corridors
* Major arterial streets

* At-risk populations

* Road design e
S e o —— | 2009 - 2018
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Average for MSAis
1.13 Crashes per Mile
of Non-Freeway
Functionally Classified
Roads within Cities




Action or Location of Pedestrian Fatalities
in Central Arkansas 2009-2018

- Unknown

Background

Statistics
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The Critical Takeaway

* Design tweaks can make a
critical difference

* Inexpensive and worth it

e A safe environment is also
calming, sends message “life is
good here”




Does your road need a diet?

* Road diets work with traffic levels under 20,000 vehicles/day.
* They sometimes work with even higher traffic levels
* Congestion seldom gets worse

Before Road Diet After Road Diet




Mini Traffic Circle

RRFB at Mid-block

Center Island




Bulb-out curbs Chicane




Levy Jump Start — Before and After

TR ua _,-:.‘_ '
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Project under construction.

Artist’s rendering of the completed project.



Pedestrians Over and Under

(the expensive way)




Pedestrians Over and Under
(the cheap way)

e Use creeks, box culverts under

bridges

* Design roadways to allow this
“under” solution for future

e Just as good from the walker’s
and biker’s point of view




Excerpt from Metroplan’s Multimodal Tnfrastructure Guidelines
TYPICAL CROSS SECTION

SUBURBAN COMMERCIAL

Suburban Commercial corridors are larger, multi-lane
streets having a variety of land use types that are rarely
mixed with one another. Throughout the CARTS region,
these corridors are prominent routes for not only motorized
travel but for transit, walking, and bicycling too.

Dave Ward Drive, Conway
Chenal Parkway, Little Rock
Brockington Road, Sherwood

E. McCain Blvd., North Little Rock
Reynolds Road, Bryant

Military Road, Benton
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Asking the essential questions for any

planning idea allows us to better recognize SHARE-WORTHY
the potential impacts of planning outcomes

on the people in our communities.

https://bit.ly/3]G I mdR

3 Essential Questions for Better Planning

Who is harmed?

Who is Helped? Who is Harmed Scan Who is Missing Scan
Planning 0 Financially v/ Tied to Subject Matter V4
Proposal Physically / With a Stake but Outside [/
Planning 5 o 44 2 Culturally v/ Differing Abilities or Needs | v
Proposal e

Psychologically v Demographically Diverse |V
Plannin M SR iR Y
Proposfl rﬁ b 1 ik o B9 4 1 o By Neglect 4 Underrepresented v




THANK YOU!

L_INEY |
I

METROPLAN

SMALL CITIES
COUNCIL

AGENDA

|.  Call to Order & Welcome
Introductions & Announcements
Summary of Previous Meeting
Metroplan Updates
Presentation: Best Practices
Preview of Upcoming Meetings

Adjourn




	small cities council
	agenda
	Introductions & announcements
	Summary of �previous meeting
	Metroplan updates
	Metroplan’s best practices newsletter
	Best Practices
	Slide Number 8
	Has this ever happened to you?
	Background Factoids
	Background Statistics
	The Critical Takeaway
	Does your road need a diet?
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Levy Jump Start – Before and After
	Pedestrians Over and Under� (the expensive way)
	Pedestrians Over and Under� (the cheap way)
	Slide Number 19
	Small cities council meeting 
	Share-worthy
	Thank you!

